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In 20 years the percentage of literacy of Indian women had not risen from two
to three per cent An enquiry by a 'committee of the Government of Madras
this year reported that there was no money available for this desirable reform, and
in the Central Provinces we saw the opposition of the Government to Mr, Tambe's
gallant attempt to introduce a Bill to give compulsory primary education to girls
only. Gokhafe claimed that two-thirds of the national revenues should be spent pa
education. Under the present system of government, only 8 percent of these Indian
revenues is allotted to education* While India spent only* Rs. 8 crores for 350 million
people on elementary education, Britain spent Rs. 86 crores for only 40 million, and
the United States spends Rs. 347 crores for 130 million. "Even within the meagre
amount available for education here, women were not getting a fair ^deal," she
Bald. "Fourteen times more money is spent on boys' education than on girls*. It Is
appalling that only one out of every 100 girls gets" elementary education, and only
one put of every "1000 girls gets secondary education. At the rate we are moving,
it will be a thousand years before India catches up in education with other nations !
Yet Russia has shown the world that she could become literate in 20 years. We
women can legitimately ask in the interest of oar children, however^ that two-
thirds of the large amount that is being given to each Province as a birthday gift
to the new Constitution shall be immediately allocated for spreading elementary edu-
cation as uthe safest and most valuable investment for the future'.1'

Referring to the forthcoming election, Mrs. Cousins said, ttln electoral matters,' we
find to our disappointment that our elected women will be the chosen of men and
of Tested interests of groupings of men rather than in any way representatives of
women, because men voters are nearly seven times as many as women. It has beea
especially painful to us that the political parties have put forward only
a couple of women for general seats despite the pleadings of the Congress President
and though it was evident from the election of women for Municipalities and from
the immense successs of Mrs. Ruimani Lakshmipathy for the general constituency
seat of Madras City for the Legislative Council that our sex is no barrier to election
victories. The whole election subject Is a muddle without principle or consistency.
It can be set right only by the substitution of adult franchise, and we will continue
to worl* for that with might and main, to obtain our freedom from the undesired
and unnatural qualification of marriage, and the disparity of numbers, and the limi-
tations of a monetary status instead of a human and rational status. ^As for^ the
virus of communalism that has been forced on us, the only way to get rid of it Is to
vote for candidates who pledge themselves to remove communal electorates.'1

Mrs, Cousins then outlined the future programme of work   and   said :   ttl   appeal
to oar members Individually to Increase their efforts In the work   they   are   already
doiag so as to spread health, purity,   beauty,   recreation,   enlightenment,   knowledge,
prosperity, freedom, happiness.   It is not subtraction of schemes, but   multiplication
of workers we want ami of numbers of the schools, hostels, creches,  women's   parks,
classes in Hindi, clinics, rural training centres, demonstrations of communal iislty, sati-
drink campaigns and civil groups, Earijan services, vigilance committees,  and   dozens
of other fine schemes which different localities are carrying on.    "We   must   also t as
an entire Conference get into touch with <rar sisters in*t&e villages,   fields,   factories,
"We must know their lives at first hand if we want to  speak in   tne   name   of   the
mass of Indian womanhood. These agriculturists and Industrialists form 7,000   oat   of
10,000 of the population, and actual wage-earning women from   51,000   out   of   eyery
7,000.   Let   us live in a village as Gandhi ji is living In Sheogoan   so   that   we   may
get to grips with it and help the people who are living each   on   an   average   at   a
i ate of As % per day.   Only through the documentation of the   heart   will   we   get
the courage and will to plan wisely and carry through politically a   new   social   and
economic order where the wealth that exists In this land  and   the   necessaries   that
are produced In it may be shared equitably and sanely,   lwith   knowledge   free,  and
the head held   high.

aln his reply to our Conference questionnaire to parties regarding the programme
of candidates for the elections, Mr. Jawharlal Nehru said : 'I feel that many^ of ^the
Itaaas in your programme are superficial in the sense that they do not enquire into
tlte root causes of the evils which we want to get rid of?

is a world complaint   Let us be humble.     Let   us   study   more.    Lei
rejudices and be ready and brave for changed valuations,   for   chaaigBd  w
ed liYea.  Change riust come, for neither India cor the world caa go ss

they aw exisi"